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AN OVERVIEW

Education is a
key element
that will achieve
many other
sustainable
development
goals (SDGs). (¹)

2

Education is
the most
powerful tool
for battling
poverty, social
exclusion and
inequality. (²)

3

The right to
education must
be universal
without
discrimination,
so that everyone
can build a
better future in
their life. (²)

FACTS AND FIGURES
Enrollment in primary education
in developing countries has

Still, 57 million primary-aged
children remain out of school,
more than half of them in
sub-Saharan Africa. (³)

In developing countries,

15 million girls are not in
primary school right now,

reached 91

percent. (³)

1 in 4 girls is not in school. (³)

compared to 10

boys. (4)
About half of all out-of-school
children of primary school age

live in conflict-affected
areas. (³)
6 out of 10 children and

adolescents are not achieving a
minimum level of proficiency in
reading and math. (³)

million

103 million youth worldwide
lack basic literacy skills, and
more than 60 percent of
them are women. (³)

BARRIERS TO EDUCATION AROUND THE WORLD

Poverty (5)(6)

Gender (5)(6)

Child
marriage (6)

Disability (5)

Climate
change (6)

Family
catastrophes (5)

Unpaid
teachers (6)

War and
conflict (5)(6)

Outbreaks
and epidemics (6)

WAYS TO HELP THE DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN
FOR A GOOD QUALITY EDUCATION

Make learning
outcomes the
central goal of
education policy. (7)

Invest in
early childhood
nutrition. (7)

Improve
connectivity and
bridging the
digital divide. (8)

Footnotes:
[1] https://aiesec.at/2019/04/05/sdg-4-education-matter/
[2] https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/internationaldevelopment/2019/11/25/why-sdg-4-quality-education-is-important-for-povertyreduction/
[3] https://www.my.undp.org/content/malaysia/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-4-quality-education.html
[4] https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-the-sdgs/sdg-4-quality-education
[5] https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/education-all
[6] https://www.concernusa.org/story/barriers-to-education-around-the-world/
[7] https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2014/06/30/how-to-fix-poor-quality-education-in-south-asia
[8] https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-warns-117-million-students-around-world-are-still-out-school
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